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until, in the later development of public education, these
charges were replaced by adequate state and local taxation.
In many states "rate bills" continued to be issued even
after the time of the awakening.
Throughout this period a battle royal ensued over the
use of the property of all for educating the children of all.
Conservative and aristocratic citizens felt that general
training would make education too common and tend to
break down class distinctions; the wealthy and penurious
maintained that a democracy might defend the liberties of
its people but should not undertake to furnish them with
benevolences, and that the state had no more right to tax
a citizen for schools than to confiscate any part of his
property for the benefit of his neighbors. To these claims
public-spirited citizens, liberal statesmen, and educational
reformers responded that class distinctions are undesirable
in a democracy, that education always tends to promote
industries and increase wealth, and that only through
making it universal can we hope to produce an intelligent
use of the ballot and preserve our free institutions.1 Pre-
ponderant as these arguments for public support of educa-
tion now seem, its proponents had a fierce and prolonged
struggle to overcome tradition, indifference, and vested
interest. It took a quarter of a century or more to arouse
the intelligence and conscience of the American people, but
during the fifties it began to be evident that the friends of
public education were winning their battle for support.
1 However, as Carlton (Economic Influences upon Educational Progress
Chapter V) points out, any individual is a focus of many more or less conflicting
emotions, demands, and ideals, and, because of his membership in conflicting
groups, may be first on one side and then on the other. Moreover, any attempt
to classify interest acting for or against the development of a system of tax-
supported schools, does not signify that all in one group are to be considered
favorable to public schools and all in another opposed, but that as a class one
-set stands for better facilities and another is opposed.